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With much regret Wurtemberg had "been compelled by the
strength of this army to unite here with it; and the Emperor >
might therefore expect that before long 100,000 men would
be investing Mainz and threatening the French frontier.

This unforeseen news led Napoleon to think that he had
better return to his plan of retiring behind the Saale; but
it was too late. The main force of the allies was by this
time in presence of the French army, and too near for retreat
to be possible without being attacked during the operation.
He therefore determined to fight, though his whole force,
French and allied, amounted only to 157,000 men, including
29,000 cavalry, while Schwarzenberg could dispose of
350,000 Russians, Austrians, Prussians, and Swedes, his
cavalry being 54,000.

The town of Leipzig, one of the busiest and wealthiest in
Germany, stands near the middle of the vast plain which
extends from the Elbe to the Harz Mountains. The situa-
tion of this district has made it the principal theatre of war
in Germany. The small stream of the Elster, almost insig-
nificant enough to be called a brook, flows from south to
north through a shallow valley amid marshy meadows.
Being divided into many branches, it offers a serious obstacle
to the operations of war, and requires a great many bridges
for communication among the villages. The Pleisse, a still
smaller stream than the Elster, flows about a league and a
half from it, and joins it under the walls of Leipzig, while
north of the town the Partha flows into it. Being thus at the
confluence of these three streams, and almost surrounded on the
north and west by their many arms, Leipzig is the key of the
position. The town, which at that time was not very extensive,
was surrounded by an old wall having four large and three
small gates. The road to Lutzen, by Lindenan, formed the
only communication open to the rear of the French army.
It was on that part of the ground between the Pleisse and
the Partha that the hardest fighting took place. A noticeable
point is the Kolmberg, known as the Swedish redoubt,
because in the Thirty Years' "War Gustavus Adolphus had
raised fortifications at that point.merits of its colonel in a way whiqih.
